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China	Imagines	a	Global	Rail	Network



Report	issued	in	March:

$954	b	in	trade
26%	of	China’s	

foreign	trade

SE	Asia’s	largest	partner

biggest	Chinese	traders:
Guangdong	(21%)
Jiangsu
Zhejiang





Maintaining	stability in	China’s	neighborhood	is	
the	key	objective	of	peripheral	diplomacy.	We	
must	encourage	and	participate	in	the	process	
of	regional	economic	integration,	speed	up	the	
process	of	building	up	infrastructure	and	
connectivity.	We	must	build	the	Silk	Road	
Economic	Belt	and	the	21st Century	Maritime	
Silk	Road,	creating	a	new	regional	economic	
order.	

Xi	Jinping,	2013



belt	and	road	– network	strategy	to	be	a	great	power

China	to	be	the	broker	for	developing	countries

increase	its	social	capital	and	influence

China’s	is	an	embedded	rise,	not	a	revisionist	power

“[N]o	matter	how	developed	
[China]	may	become	and	how	
much	the	international	
landscape	may	change,	China	
will	remain	a	reliable	friend	
and	sincere	partner	of	the	
developing	countries.”	

Xi	Jinping,	April	22,	2015
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"This	is	a	golden	
opportunity	for	Hong	
Kong	to	make	a	major	
breakthrough.	It	can	
make	use	of	our	
advantages	and	
strengths.“

-- Vincent	HS	Lo,
HKTDC	Chair
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Xinhua

Belt	and	Road	Forum
Beijing
May	14-15,	2017



peace	&	cooperation

openness	&	inclusiveness

mutual	learning	&	benefit

connectivity	<&

economic	advance

innovation

taking	attendance

29	heads	of	state
representatives	from	

130	countries	
international	organizations



“connections”/	“relationships”
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Obama	– China	as	a	mobilization	tool



"It	makes	no	sense	for	
China	to	have	better	rail	
systems	than	us,	and	
Singapore	having	better	
airports	than	us.	And	we	
just	learned	that	China	
now	has	the	fastest	
supercomputer	on	Earth	---
that	used	to	be	us."

Obama,	Nov.	3,	2010



Donald	Trump	- Builder

“America	is	suffering	from	a	
massive	infrastructure	deficit—
crumbling	and	dilapidated	roads,	
bridges,	airports,	and	tunnels….	
We	need	members	of	both	
parties—partnering	with	industry	
and	workers—to	join	together	to	
repair,	rebuild	and	renew	the	
infrastructure	of	the	United	
States.”

March	29,	2017


