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FAST DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGE AND DIVERSITY



% of the U.S. Asian population that is __, 2019



Six Asian origin groups in the U.S. account for 85% of the 
nation’s Asian population

% of the U.S. Asian population that is __, 2019



Median household income varies widely among Asian Americans
Median annual household income, 2019, by origin group

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2017-2019 American Community Survey 
(IPUMS) 
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54% of U.S. Asians have 
a bachelor’s degree or 

more education

% of those ages 25 and older with 
a bachelor’s degree or more, 

by origin group, 2019

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2017-2019 American Community Survey 
(IPUMS) 





FILLING THE DATA GAP ON ASIAN AMERICANS
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Asian Americans are viewed as one monolithic group

Asian Americans are a diverse group with different 
origins and socioeconomic circumstances

Surveying less populous groups

Challenges
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Overcoming These Challenges with
Comprehensive & Inclusive Mixed Methods Research Approach
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2022-23 Survey of Asian Americans

• 268,000 invitations sent to addresses in all 50 U.S. states and Washington, DC 

• 7,006 interviews completed 
o 5,635 web interviews completed (80%) 
o 1,371 paper interviews completed (20%) 

• Nationally representative survey (95% margin of error of 2.1 percentage points for All Asian adults)

• Conducted in 5 Asian languages and English (Chinese—simplified and traditional, Hindi, Korean, Tagalog, Vietnamese)

• Field period: July 5, 2022 to January 27, 2023



DIVERSITY OF ASIAN AMERICAN IDENTITIES
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How Asian adults in U.S. identify most often

% of Asian adults who use ___ most often to describe themselves
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How Asian adults in U.S. identify most often

Note: The “Regional Asian” category includes those who report using labels such as East Asian, South Asian, Southeast Asian or some other regional 
Asian group label most often to describe themselves. Share of respondents who didn’t offer an answer not shown.                                                        
Source: Survey of Asian American adults conducted July 5, 2022-Jan. 27, 2023.
“Diverse Cultures and Shared Experiences Shape Asian American Identities” 

% of Asian adults who use ___ most often to describe themselves
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Place of birth shapes Asian American identities

% of Asian adults who use ___ most often to describe themselves

Ethnicity

American

Asian

Note: Share of respondents who didn’t offer an answer or gave other answers not 
shown.

Source: Survey of Asian American adults conducted July 5, 2022-Jan. 27, 2023. 
“Diverse Cultures and Shared Experiences Shape Asian American Identities” 
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Place of birth also shapes life in America

% of Asian adults who say …

All or most of their friends are the 
same ethnicity or Asian

They consider themselves a 
typical American

Note: Share of respondents who didn’t offer an answer or gave other answers not shown.
Source: Survey of Asian American adults conducted July 5, 2022-Jan. 27, 2023. 
“Diverse Cultures and Shared Experiences Shape Asian American Identities” 
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Korean adults are less likely to consider themselves a typical 
American, while Japanese adults are most likely 

(among largest six origin groups)



SHARED EXPERIENCES OF ASIAN AMERICANS
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Many Asian Americans feel connected to other Asians in the U.S.

% of Asian adults who say … 

Note: Share of respondents who didn’t offer an answer or gave other answers not shown. 
Source: Survey of Asian American adults conducted July 5, 2022-Jan. 27, 2023.
“Diverse Cultures and Shared Experiences Shape Asian American Identities” 
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Many Asian Americans report being seen as Asian, and 
1-in-5 have hidden a part of their heritage with non-Asians

% of Asian adults who say … 

Note: Share of respondents who didn’t offer an answer or gave other answers not shown. 
Source: Survey of Asian American adults conducted July 5, 2022-Jan. 27, 2023.
“Diverse Cultures and Shared Experiences Shape Asian American Identities” 
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U.S.-born Asians more likely to hide their heritage from non-Asians

% of Asian adults who say they have hidden a part of their heritage 
from people who are not Asian 

Note: Share of respondents who didn’t offer an answer or gave other answers not shown. 
Source: Survey of Asian American adults conducted July 5, 2022-Jan. 27, 2023.
“Diverse Cultures and Shared Experiences Shape Asian American Identities” 
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Second Generation (U.S.-born with at least one parent who is an 
immigrant) more likely to hide their heritage from non-Asians

% of Asian adults who say they have hidden a part of their heritage 
from people who are not Asian 

Note: Share of respondents who didn’t offer an answer or gave other answers not shown. 
Source: Survey of Asian American adults conducted July 5, 2022-Jan. 27, 2023.
“Diverse Cultures and Shared Experiences Shape Asian American Identities” 

Reasons: “embarrassing,” “bullied,” “teased,” ”mocked”
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Korean Americans most likely 
to have hidden a part of their heritage from non-Asians



WHAT IT MEANS TO BE AMERICAN
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Asian adult’s views about what is important for being 
truly American are similar to general U.S. population

% of adults who say each of the following is important for being truly American
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Asian adult’s views similar to general U.S. population on 
what is important to their view of the American dream
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One-in-four Asian Americans are 
extremely or very informed about history of Asians in the U.S.

Note: Share of respondents who didn’t offer an answer not shown. 
Source: Survey of Asian American adults conducted July 5, 2022-Jan. 27, 2023. 
“Diverse Cultures and Shared Experiences Shape Asian American Identities” 



LONG HISTORY OF DISCRIMINATION AGAINST 
ASIAN AMERICANS



Discrimination is nothing new for Asian Americans



PERPETUAL FOREIGNER STEREOTYPE



Whether U.S. born or immigrants, Asians are seen by 
others as foreigners
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MODEL MINORITY STEREOTYPE
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 VIEWS ON WHAT TO DO ABOUT DISCRIMINATION
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www.pewresearch.org/BeingAsianInAmerica



Thank you!

Neil G. Ruiz, Head of New Research Initiatives
nruiz@pewresearch.org

Ziyao Tian, Research Associate
ztian@pewresearch.org

www.pewresearch.org/AsianAmericans
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