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Key Immigration and Citizenship Laws f
or Asians in the United States: 1790-1898

1790 Nationality Act: The right of citizenship by naturalization was limited to “free white
persons.” In practice, only white male property owners were allowed to naturalize. This
law was the basis for the discriminatory category “aliens ineligible for citizenship” which
discriminated against Asians until 1952.

Fourteenth Amendment (1868): Enacted birthright citizenship for “all persons” born in
the U.S. Required equal protections and due process for citizens and residents.

1882 Chinese Restriction Act: Restricted the entry of Chinese by race to six exempt
categories: merchants, merchant family members, diplomats, tourists, students,
returning laborers. Later known as Chinese Exclusion Law.

1892 Geary Act: Extended the Chinese Exclusion Law for ten more years and required
that Chinese carry Certificates of Residence, a precursor to the current green card
system.

1898 Wong Kim Ark Landmark Chinese American birthright citizenship based on the
Fourteenth Amendment
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Can “coolies” ever
become Americans?
If not, should they be

allowed to enter the
U.S.

82  The Chinese Question
Columbia.—“Hands off Gentlemen! America means fair play for all men.



THE ANTI-CHINESE WALL

The Amarican Wall Gots Up & '5s Chinees Origizal Goos Dowsn.

Angel Island and Ellis
Island, 1910-1940:
A Comparison

Ellis Island

Location: New York Harbor
Immigrants processed: |9 million
Number rejected: 1.2 million

Percentage rejected: 6%
Average length of stay: | day

Angel Island

Location: San Francisco Bay
Immigrants processed: 150,000

Number rejected: 50,000
Percentage rejected:  33%

Average length of stay: 2-3 weeks

Source: U.S. Immigration and
Naturalization Service
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Successive waves of

Asian entrepreneurs ang

laborers

GRANT AVENUE LOOKING SOUTH, 1944. “Largest Chinatown outside of China—a kaleidoscope
of Oriental fascinations,” read the caption for this magazine ad. Behind the gilded facade, however,
was a ghetto beset with growing pains and political conflicts. (Courtesy of Felicia Lowe.)

MODERN FAST FOOD RESTAURANTS, SERVED A QUICK DOWL OF YOTGAMEIN (SOUP GARNISII

Transcontinental Railroads
of Canada & United States

1) WITHE PORK, TARD- BOILED BGG, AND ONIONS):




Anti-Asiatic League targets Japanese and

DUSKY PERIL

border, and fear that the dusky Asiatics with their turbans will prove a worse

long threatened the Pacific Coast.
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Key Immigration and Citizenship Legislation
for Asians in the United States: 1907-34

1907 Gentlemen’s Agreement: Compromise between President Theodore Roosevelt and the Japanese
government whereby Japan would restrict the emigration of Japanese laborers traveling to the

U.S. Japanese already in the U.S., however, retained the right to bring family members giving rise to the
picture brides practice.

1913 and 1920 Alien Land Laws: Restricted “aliens ineligible for citizenship” from leasing or owning
land.

1917 Barred Zone Act: Creation of a “barred zone” extending from the Middle East to Southeast Asia
from which no persons would be allowed to enter the United States.

1921 Emergency Quota Law (An act to limit the immigration of aliens into the United States). Acting on
the eugenics research and recommendations of the Dillingham Commission (1907-1910), this
temporary measure intended to limit the numbers of immigrants to the United States by imposing
guotas based on country of birth. Annual allowable quotas for each country of origin were calculated at
3 percent of the total number of foreign-born persons from that country recorded in the 1910 census.

1922 Ozawa v. US and 1923 Thind v. U.S.: The Supreme Court affirmed Asian ineligibility for
citizenship, despite acculturation and racial categorization of Aryans as white.

1924 Immigration Act: Permanent enactment of terms of 1921 law. “Aliens ineligible for citizenship”
were banned from entering, greatly offending Japan.



1917 Barred Zone

MAP SHOWING ASIATIC ZONE PRESCRIBED IN SECTION THREE OF IMMIGRATION ACT, THE NATIVES OF WHICH ARE EXCLUDED FROM THE UNITED STATES, WITH CERTAIN EXCEPTIONS.
(Section indicated by disgonal lines covered by tresty and laws relating to Chinese. The Fhilippine Islands are United States and not 1n barred zone.)
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Naturalization challenges:
Ozawa v. US (1922) and Thind v. U.S. (1923)




Carlos Bulosan AMERICA
(19117?-1956); S IN

America is in the THE HEART

Heart (1946)

"Western people were brought up to regard
Orientals or colored peoples as inferior, but the
mockery of it all is that Filipinos are taught to
regard Americans as our equals. Adhering to
American ideals, living American life, these are
contributory to our feeling of equality. The
terrible truth in America shatters the Filipinos'
dream of fraternity." (1937)

.
<

by Carlos Bulosan




Pearl Harbor Dec. 7, 1941:Thejapanese attack finally drew the

US into WWII. The FBI started arresting Japanese American leaders a few hours later. Japan’s
attack on the Philippines started Dec. 8, 1941.
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.WESTERN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FOURTH ARMY
WARTIME CIVIL CONTROL ADMINISTRATION

.

Presidio of San Francisco, California
May 23, 1942

INSTRUCTIONS
TO ALL PERSONS OF

JAPANESE

ANCESTRY

Living in the Following Area:

ALl of that pertion of the County of Santa Clira, Stade of Califommiz, Ering geoerally oecth and noribivest of the follawing
A Crax-Sants Clars Covaty fine, due weat of » line deasmn theough the peak of
£ sid prak te its Infersection with Llypas Creek: theare dowssbroum
e It is crossed 3y Llagas Avenoe; thence sorthonsterly sa Llagas Avense
hiran Road| thesce nacthrastonly ca Cachenn Road

peings: thenes along o Hro projected dee sast
Conaty line; togesher with all portieos of Samts

bosndary : Heghanisg st the pedot on the
Lomu Prieta; e
oy wuid e
ta U. 8, Highway Ne. 101; 1 Wl Mighway No. 100 te €
ta its Janctien with Stecley Boad: theme castely su Stecles Ruad te
from Madrsoe Spriags i its Stbercctioa with the Santx Clara-Siss
Chars Coanty net geesleudy caverse by Eacudan (edens of thix Headqusrtera.

Pursaaut to the provisions of Civilian Exclusion Order Noo 96, this Headgquarters, dated May 23, 1942, all por-
sane of Jupanese ancestry, both alien and non-alien, will be evacuated from the above area by 12 o'clock noos,

P.W Satarday, May 30, 1942,

No Jopancse person will be permitted to move to. or out of, the above area after 12 o'dock noon, P. W. T.,

thoot obtaining s

Saturday, May 1042

t
eral, Northern California Sector, at the Civil Control Station located at:

Men's Gymnasiun,

San Jose State Colloze,

tth and San Carbos Streets,
San Jose, California,

ial permission from the representative of the Commuanding Gen-

Such peemits will only be granted for the purpese of uniting members of a family, or in cases of grave emergency.

The Civil Contral Station is equipped 10 sssist the Japanese popalation affected by this evacuation in the fol-

lowing wz

L Give sdvice and instructions on the evacuation.

2. Provide services with respect to the management, leasing, sale, storage or other disposition of most kinds
of property, such as real estate, busi and professional equiy household goods, boats, automohiles and

livestock.
3. Provide temporary residence elsewhere for all Japanese in family groapa
4. Transport persons and a limited amount of clothing and equipment to their new residence,

The Following Instructions Must Be Observed:

L A respomsible member of each fumily, preferably the head of the family, or the person in whose name most of

the property is beld, ar i
instrue
and 500 P. M. oa Momday, May 25, 1'M2.

2 Evacuees must carey with them on departure for the Assembly Center, the followlng property:
(a) Bedding and linens (no mattress) for each member of the family;
(b) Tailet artiches for each member of the family; :
(¢) Extra cdothing for each member of the family;

(d) EBasential persanal effects for each member of the Gunily.

dual Byving alene, will report to the Civil Coatrol Station to receive further
liis moast be done hetween 8200 A M. and 5:00 P. M. on Sunday, May 24, 12, or between 800 A, M,

All iteme carried will beo securely packazed, tied awd plainly marked with the name of the owner and numbered
in aéordance with instructions obtained at the Civil Coatrol Station. The size and nmber of packages is lim-

ited to that which can be carried by the individual or family group.

= 3. No pets of any kind will be pehmitted.
Ty

| itenms and no household goods will be diipped (o the Asseenbly Conter. v -

nawe And nddress of the owner, Only ope name and address will be used by a given f:

& Egeh family, und individual living 2lone, will be furished tansportation to the Assembly®@enter. Private
e of teaeporatin vill o be urlisod. A1l ietretions pvtaning to the witl be obtained ot the
Coifro) Station. \

Go to the Civil Control Station between the hours of 8:00 A. M. and 5:00 P. M.,
Sunday, May 24, 1942, or between the howrs of 8:00 A. M. and 5:00 P. M.,

Monday, May 25, 1942, to receive further instructions.
J. L DeWITT
Licutenant General, U, §. Army
Commanding

L OYILAN EXCLUSION ONDER MO 05

S The United States Gavernment throogh its sgencies will provide for the storage, st the sole risk B the mer.l s
of the more substantial houschold [tems, such as iceboxes, washing machines, pisncs and other besvy furniture.
Coplcing utensils and other small items will be accepted for storage if erated. packed and !Mnly marked with the

-

EO 9066 issued Feb. 19, 1942: The

incarceration of 120,000 Japanese Americans, two-thirds
of whom were US-born citizens, was one of the most
severe violations of civil rights in US history and the
judicial ruling of “military necessity” used to justify it
remains active.
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During World
War ll, Asian
Americans
claimed U.S.
belonging
through military

displays of

patriotism. Asian

gained clout to
demand reforms.
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Abolishing
Overt
Racism in
Immigration
Laws
Targeting
Asians

1943 Repeal of Chinese Exclusion: Chinese gain naturalization rights and
become subject to quota restrictions like other immigrants.

1946 Luce-Celler Act: Filipinos and Indians also gain quotas and
naturalization rights.

War Brides Acts (1945, 1947): allowed veterans to bring wives so that for
the first time, Asian immigration skewed female.

1948 and after—setting aside of domestic discriminatory laws in
employment, property ownership, and miscegenation. The U.S. military
integrates.

1952 McCarran Walter Act ends racial barriers on naturalization, gives
quotas to all countries, permits non-quota family reunification and
imposes the Asia-Pacific Triangle limit of 2,000. Implements first
preference for employment immigration and grants parole authority to
the Attorney General for refugees.

Through piecemeal measures, Asian immigration slowly increases with
new characteristics: war brides, transnational adoptees, other forms of
family reunification, refugees and asylees, and as students then skilled
workers.



20,000 caps for eastern hemisphere countries (now 25,000)

Preference system: 75% family, 20% employment, 5% refugees [refugee
admissions now administered through the 1980 Act]

Unless applicants qualify through relatives, employment certifiable by the
Bureau of Labor, as refugees, or investors, there is no “line” to immigrate to the
U.S.

Asians immigrate disproportionately through the emEonment reference,
which favors educated immigrants with specialized skills. For this reason they
display model minority attributes, which provide the legal basis for their
Immigration.

First numeric cap on immigration within the western hemisphere which
illegalized the hundreds of thousands of Canadians and Mexicans who
previously had migrated annually.

1990 H-1B visa program grants temporary visas for “skilled workers” and can
provide a pathway to citizenship. In 2011 70% of recipients were from Asia;
60% from India.

1965 Hart-Celler Immigration Act



2010: Ethnic Asian students collected 25% of US research doctorates:
o 45 percent of all engineering Ph.D.s

> 38 percent of math and computer science Ph.D.s

> 33 percent of the physical sciences Ph.D.s

> 25 percent of life sciences Ph.D.s

About half of all Indian immigrants receiving green cards in 2011 did so through employer
sponsorship. Predictably Indian Americans lead all other groups in income and education with 70%
aged 25 or older holding a college degree.

The percentages of recent Indian immigrants holding college degrees hit 81.0 percent in 2010, up
from 52.4 percent in 1980. In India, only 10 percent attend tertiary education.

In 2011, almost 60% of H-1B recipients were born in India, almost 10 % in China, among a top ten
that includes workers from the Philippines, South Korea, Japan, Taiwan, and Pakistan

215t century: education and employment



Major Refugee and Asylum Acts

1967 Human Rights Protocol: International agreement signed
by the U.S. requiring consideration of asylum applications.

1975 Indochina Migration and Refugee Assistance Act

1980 Refugee Act raised the annual ceiling for refugees from
17,400 to 50,000, created a process for reviewing and
adjusting the refugee ceiling to meet emergencies, and
required annual consultation between Congress and the
President. It also changed the definition of “refugee” to a
person with a “well-founded fear of persecution,” aligned

with United NMajor Refugee and Asylum Acts
ations conventions and protocols.

1987 Amerasian Homecoming Act: Provided legal

immigration for children with one US parent, and their close

relatives. About 25,000 US offspring immigrated,
accompanied by abot 70,000 relatives.

1990 Immigration Act provided for Temporary Protected

Status (TPS) for asylum seekers.
1992 Chinese Student Protection Act

The shifting origins of refugees to the U.S. over time

Number of refugees admitted to the U.S., by region of origin of principal applicant and fiscal year

1975 Indochina Migration and 1989 U.S. raises 2004 50% of overall admitted 2008 Burmese and
Refugee Assistance Act results in quotas on Soviet refugees in 2004 were from Bhutanese were
increased refugees from Vietnam refugees Somalia, Cuba and Laos granted refugee status

1980 U.S. Refugee Act 1999 US. accepts W EUROPE

of 1980 raises overall refugees from W ASIA

quotas for refugees Kosovo B LATIN AMERICA

W AFRICA

200 thousand

1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 '17

Source: Refugee Processing Center, 1975-2016.

Note: Data do not include special immigrant visas and certain humanitarian parole entrants. Does not include refugees

admitted under the Private S ive. Europe includes former Soviet Union states. Asia includes Middle Eastern and
North African countries. Africa includes sub-Saharan Africa, but also Sudan and South Sudan. Latin America includes
Caribbean. Data for fiscal 2017 are through Dec. 31, 2016: fiscal 2017 began Oct. 1, 2016.

PEW RESEARCH CENTER



Population Distribution by Race: 1940-2010

100 -
@ White
90
80
mBlack or African
70 - American
60 @ American Indian
and Alaska Native
50
40 mAsian and Native
Hawaiian and Other
30 Pacific Islander
20 u Some Other Race
10
®Two or More Races
0 .

1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010*

*Data are shown for the White, Black or African American, American Indian and Alaska Native, Asian and
Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, and Some Other Race alone populations. United States

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census of population, 1940 to 2010. cen sus 0

Percent of Fopulation

Asian-American Population by Birthplace, 1940-2000
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T5%

50%
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By 1940, there were few Asian
Americans and over half were US-

born, paving the way for the
diminishing of anti-Asian
restrictions.



Comparative statistics 2000

Socioeconomic Characteristics of immigrant Groups by Home Country Area
NUMBErs are in percentapes, except Tor income. CERCK 09 & Column Nedading 10 S0 up o doan
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Educational Attainment among AAPIs
(3-Year Average), 2006—-2008

Robert T. Teranishi (2012): Asian American and Pacific Islander Students and the Institutions that Serve Them, Change: The Magazine of Higher Learning, 44:2,
16-22. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00091383.2012.655233
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Asian Americans

Cambodian _ Cambodian
Laotian _ Laotian
Hmong # Hmong
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Tongan Tongan
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http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/00091383.2012.655233

Meet the New Immigrants:
Asians Overtake Hispanics

% of immugrants, by year of arrival, 2ooo-2010

m—Acian race === Hispanic origin

40 -

30 -

20

10 - e

D I I I I I T T T T T
2000 2002 2004 20060 2008 2010

Mote: Based on total foreign-bom population, including
adults and children. Asians include mixed-race Asian
population, regardless of Hispanic ongin. Hispanics are of
any race. The 2010 ACS includes only partial-year arrivals
for 2010; amivals for 2010 adjusted to full-year totals based
on analysis of 2005-2009 ACS data on partial-year armnvals.

Source: Pew Research Center analysis of 2010 American
Community Survey, Integrated Public Use Microdata Sample
(IPUMS) files

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Exemplary Immigrants

In 2009, Asians became the fastest growing
immigrant group in America for the first time,
overtaking Hispanics. In 2010, 430,000 Asians—
or 36 percent of all legal and illegal immigrants—
immigrated to the United States compared to
370,000 Hispanics at 31 percent. The Asian
American population in 2012 reached 17.3
million or 5.8 percent of the US population, up
from less than 1 percent when the 1965
Immigration Act was first passed. 74 percent of
Asian-American adults were foreign-born, of
whom 61 percent of those aged 25 to 64 arrived
with at least a BA degree—double the
percentage of non-Asian arrivals. (2012 rew report, “The ise

of Asian Americans”)
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